
LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES  
FROM THE APRIL 8, 2014 MEETING HELD AT CAFE BLUEBIRD  

 
ATTENDING:  Jennifer Stewart, Laurie Stirman, Jennifer Rice, Cathy Vlasak, Pete Dauster, 
Josh Zugish, Art Spicciati, Cameron Banninga, Misty Bordeaux, Lindsay Steele-Idem, Erin 
Redmond, and Dick Gast. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  President Jennifer Stewart called the meeting to order at 7:05 a.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion to approve the March 2014 minutes was made by 
Jennifer Stewart and seconded by Laurie Stirman.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
TREASURER’S  REPORT:  Mr. Dauster reported that there was a loss of $1,257.45 this past 
Term Day, which was less than is typical.  With respect to the money from the CD that was 
withdrawn in November, Mr. Dauster recommended that the LCBA deposit $20,000 into a 
premium investment account at Home State Bank, which would yield the same interest rate as a 
CD but allow the LCBA to withdraw from the account twice a year without penalties.  Mr. 
Dauster recommended that the remaining $10,000 be deposited into a standard business account 
at Home State Bank.  Mr. Dauster also recommended that the Executive Committee approve the 
request of $1,500 for Senior Law Day.  Motions were made  to  approve  the  treasurer’s  report and 
to follow Mr. Dauster’s   recommendations   as   to   the $30,000 withdrawn from the CD last 
November as well as the $1,500 appropriation for Senior Law Day.  The motions were seconded 
and approved unanimously.    
 
PRO BONO PROGRAM:  Mr. Banninga reported that he was working on completing and 
submitting the Malpractice Insurance Application, which is due by April 17, 2014.  Dick Gast 
raised   the   issue   of   whether   or   not   attorneys’   assistance   with   Sherlock   or   some   variation   of  
assistance with that clientele could   be   covered   under   the   LCBA’s   malpractice   coverage.  
Discussion amongst attendees ensued.  Jennifer Stewart suggested that Mr. Banninga evaluate 
the wording of the application and determine the cost of expanding coverage in such a manner.  
Mr. Banninga also discussed the need to raise and/or allocate $2,500 to obtain matching funds 
from the CBA out of COLTAF funds.  Ms. Stewart discussed plans to meet with Mr. Dauster and 
Mr. Banninga to ascertain available funding in advance of the budget meeting on June 13, 2014. 

YOUNG LAWYERS REPORT:  Mr. Spicciati reported that the  group’s  last  meeting  at  Beau  
Jo’s  was  well  attended,  and  that the next meeting will be on April 16, 2014 at Young’s Cafe.   

LCWBA:  Ms. Steele-Idem presented on behalf of Cristin Berkhausen, who was not able to 
attend the meeting.  Ms. Steele-Idem discussed recent elections, wherein Ms. Berkhausen was 
elected President and Sara Stieben was elected Vice President for the 2014-2015 term.  Ms. 
Steele-Idem reported that the Brown Bag CLE last week,  “Getting  Benched”  was  successful,  and  
that the group would next meet on June 12, 2014, location to be determined. 

ACCESS TO JUSTICE:  Mr. Gast reported that while the CBA had been using ABA funds to 
assist with the disaster relief program, the CBA has now turned the program over to the local bar 
associations.  Mr. Gast discussed how local attorneys are needed to assist clients ranging 



anywhere from pro bono, to modest beans, to paying full price, and that a new mechanism by 
which to match up these clients and attorneys was needed.  Ms. Rice reported that the current 
method of sending out an email was not yielding new or additional volunteer attorneys.  Ms. 
Stewart   suggested   that   the   LCBA   consider   modifying   Cindi   Hendrix’s position and duties to 
accommodate this need, particularly in light of Sherlock.     
 
WEBSITE: Erin   Redmond   presented   on   behalf   of   the   Young   Lawyer’s   Division   Website  
Committee.      Ms.   Redmond   reported   that   YLD   distributed   a   survey   at   last   fall’s   Term   Day  
regarding  the  membership’s  preferences on a LCBA website in terms of content and function and 
took those results into consideration when crafting its proposal.  The Committee solicited bids, 
and agreed on a company that would create a custom graphic and logo as well as get the website 
up and running with 4-8 pages of content and also provide training for Committee members to 
maintain the site and add content in the future for an initial cost of $5,000.00.  The Committee 
proposed that the YLD Vice President and another YLD member will maintain the site for one-
year terms.  There was discussion regarding content and a members-only portion of the site.  Ms. 
Stewart discussed adding content such as the interviews from the Larimer County Bar Historical 
Society.  Ms. Redmond invited further input on the proposal, and requested the initial funding 
cost of $5,000 from the LCBA. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS: Ms. Stewart reported that the deadline had passed 
for the submissions for scholarship applications.   
 
JUDICIAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS: Ms. Stewart solicited nominations for Judicial 
Excellence Awards and announced there was still time to nominate candidates. 
 
PAST  PRESIDENT’S  DINNER: Ms. Stewart noted that funding was allocated for this event, 
and that the Executive Committee needed to decide whether it wanted to go forward with 
scheduling it. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:17AM.   
 
NEXT LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING:  The next LCBA Executive Committee meeting will be held on May 13, 2014, at 
7:00 a.m. at Café Bluebird.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Lindsay A. Steele-Idem, LCBA Secretary 
  


