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LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION FALL TERM DAY MINUTES  

SEPTEMBER 9, 2011 

 

ATTENDING MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  Steve Jouard, Cathy 

Vlasak, Erin Connor, John Duval, Randy Starr, Jennifer Stewart, Jennifer Rice, Sara Steiben,  

Misty Bordeaux and Laurie Stirman 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  President Steve Jouard called the meeting to order at approximately 9:00 

a.m. President Steve Jouard also introduced the judiciary that was present.  Chief Judge 

Schapanski, Judge Field, Judge Howard, Judge Kaup, Judge Lammons, Judge O’dell, Judge 

Williams, Judge Carney, Judge Lynch, Judge Schultz, Magistrate Jostad, Magistrate Spangler, 

Magistrate Schwartz, Magistrate Pannell, and Magistrate Zehe.   

 

STATE OF THE JUDICIARY: Chief Judge Schapanski stated that Term Day meetings are 

important to Larimer County because of the collegiality.  Judge Schapanski introduced Carolyn 

Pannell as the new Magistrate and that she would begin her docket on October 1, 2011.  Judge 

Schapanski also announced that Magistrate Winfield was retiring on September 30, 2011.  Chief 

Judge Schapanski spoke about the process in which he choose the new Magistrate and that he 

changed the process due to the remarks Justice Bender made to all of the Chief Judges about 

making this process more open to the public.  As a result, Judge Schapanski asked the Judicial 

Committee to assist in hiring the Magistrate and to go through the applications and interview the 

candidates and submit 3-4 people as their top choices.  At that point, Judge Schapanski opened it 

up for public comment and received 60 e-mails regarding the candidates.  After the public 

comment Chief Judge Schapanski made the decision.  Magistrate Pannell was hired and took the 

docket that Magistrate Winfield had.  The Magistrates will not be rotating their positions for 

another year in January.   

 

Chief Judge Schapanski also stated that the Judges are also rotating every two years regarding 

their dockets.  Currently, 6 judges are coordinating the criminal docket and 2 judges are 

coordinating the civil docket.  This January, Judge Williams will be moving into the civil docket 

and Judge Fields will be moving into the criminal docket.   

 

Chief Judge Schapanski also stated that Jackson County had a new Judge as Judge DeSet was 

retiring.  Judge Kaup was also going to go to Jackson County about once a month for any trials 

that require a district court judge.   

 

Chief Judge Schapanski also stated that in County Court if an attorney has five (5) or more 

returns, that attorney shall be required to appear on that return date.  The reason is that the 

Defendant tends to take out their frustration on the clerks of the court when the attorney is not 

present.   

 

Chief Judge Schapanski also stated that attorney boxes are for the court not for service.  There is 

no rule that allows for service in the attorney boxes and service through that means does not 

count as proper service.  The exception might be to government attorneys as the government has 

a very big file and generally has to check it everyday.   

 



2 
 

As for electronic filing, Chief Judge Schapanski stated that Lexus Nexis will not be servicing e-

filing for Colorado on January 1, 2013.  A state-run electronic filing system will take its place 

instead.  In addition, on January 1, 2012, all domestic cases must be e-filed.   

 

Chief Judge Schapanski also stated that there are many pro-se litigants out there right now 

because they cannot afford an attorney.  The two primary types of cases that involve pro-se 

litigants is pro-se and domestic.  Chief Judge Schapanski encouraged anyone to help out pro-se 

litigants.   

 

Finally Chief Judge Schapanski stated that once a quarter there are bench/bar meetings in which 

representatives from different groups are present to discuss any issues regarding the bench/bar 

relationship.  If any attorney has any issues with the bench, they are encouraged to find their 

representative and communicate with them so that the meetings can be more productive.   

 

OUR COURTS: Judge Julie Fields introduced the Our Courts Program, which is a joint effort to 

go into the community and train adults about the court system.  Judge Fields stated that 15 

people from Larimer County attended the training over the summer on how to present these 

issues to the community.  Judge Fields encouraged everyone to bring this group to their 

organization (HOA’s, rotary, mother’s group, book clubs…).  Judge Fields also stated that on 

October 13, 2011, November 16, 2011 and February 15, 2012, the Our Courts Programs was 

scheduled to present at the public library.  Anybody was interested in this program and wanted 

more information could go to the website www.ourcourtscolorado.org. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Jennifer Rice gave the Treasurer’s report and stated that anyone 

who wanted to look at the specifics of the budge could come see her but otherwise, the LCBA 

was financially sound. 

 

PRO-BONO: Sara Steiben stated that Lisa Ritter and Cindy Hendrix did a fantastic job in 

handling the day to day activities of the Pro-Bono program.  Ms. Steiben also thanked everyone 

who volunteered over the past year either in teaching the classes or going to an intake session.  

Ms. Steiben then announced that there a loss in funding from COLTAF and that the LCBA 

executive committee has generously agreed to make up the difference from the loss in the 

COLTAF funds.   

 

LEGAL AIDE FOUNDATION: Randy Williams stated that the Legal Aide Foundation is 

struggling with all of the budget cuts.  There was a loss of $107,000 from the federal 

government, a loss of COLTAF founding that amounted to $440,000 and they anticipated losing 

another $200,000 from Congress.  Mr. Williams then stated that Larimer County has been very 

generous in the past and he hopes that people will continue to support this program.  He left 

pledge cards on the table for anyone to make a contribution. 

 

YOUNG LAWYERS: Misty Bordeaux stated that the Young Lawyers was a group of attorneys 

who were under the age of 35 or who had been practicing law for less than 5 years (although the 

group was more of an equal opportunity group and that many “older” attorneys would often 

come to the meetings).  Ms. Bordeaux stated that the group meets every third Wednesday at 

different restaurants around town for its meeting.  If anyone was interested in joining the group, 

Ms. Bordeaux just needed an e-mail address to add them to the list.  Ms. Bordeaux stated that 

http://www.ourcourtscolorado.org/
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Young Lawyers provide Brown Bag CLE’s, Call a Lawyer and the Practice Manual.  Ms. 

Bordeaux stated that the Young Lawyers hoped to have the Practice Manual go to print soon and 

she hoped that everyone would buy a copy.  Ms. Bordeaux also stated that the Young Lawyers is 

also hosting a social event this Saturday and a tailgate prior to the Boise State/CSU game. 

 

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM:  Shannon Sharrock stated that the launch of the mentorship 

program has had mixed results.  Ms. Sharrock stated that mentors have signed up but they are 

short on mentees.  Ms. Sharrock stated that there are many benefits to being in the mentorship 

program as it provides networking opportunities, professional guidance and for the mentors – 

perhaps an ability to be guided by the mentee on electronic media.  Ms. Sharrock stated that she 

had mentee applications with her if anyone was interested.  Ms. Sharrock also stated that there 

was going to be a social in October for participants in the program. 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS: Randi Starr stated that he was the current representative to the 

Board of Governors from Larimer County.  Mr. Starr also stated that after six years of service, 

Dick Gast, the ABA representative from Colorado, retired.  Mr. Starr applied for the position and 

was appointed as the delegate to the ABA from Colorado, which means that there are two trips a 

year out of state for the meetings.  Mr. Starr also stated that since Larimer County Bar 

Association has 450 members, we are entitled to 3 representatives.  Dick Gast has agreed to be 

one of those representatives to the Colorado Bar Association.  In addition, Dan Muffly moved 

from the executive council and Ian McCarger was appointed to fill that position.  Mr. Starr also 

stated that at the last Board of Governors meeting it was agreed that the Board would be 

operating at a deficit so that they would not have to raise dues in this economic climate.   

 

MOCK TRIAL: John Duval stated that Mock Trial is scheduled for February 24
th

 and 25
th

 of 

2012 and that the committee is looking for volunteers to help judge the competition.   

 

CLE PROGRAMS: Erin Connor stated that the goal of this program is to provide low cost and 

local CLE credits to our membership.  Ms. Connor stated that she was looking for any ideas but 

has already planned another movie event featuring “My Cousin Vinny” which will focus on 

automobile accident reconstruction and “Reversal of Fortune” which will focus on the appeal 

process.  Ms. Connors is also hoping to do CLE’s on Health Law and Employment Law.   

 

VETERAN’S LAW DAY: Steve Jouard stated that Justice Bender has asked that a Veteran 

program be set up in every jurisdiction as it seems that many military service men and women 

come back from active duty and need legal help.  Steve Ray has volunteered to head up this 

program for our jurisdiction. 

 

INNS OF COURT: Ann Cipes spoke about the Inns of Court and that it was a program for both 

attorneys and judges to get together and present issues regarding civility.  Every meeting is at the 

Bent Fork (meeting are once a month).  The next meeting is September 22, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.  

Ms. Cipes requests that you RSVP ahead of time so that they can anticipate how many meals to 

provide.   

 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE: Jennifer Stewart presented on the Historical Committee and 

stated that three interviews had been taken and two more were scheduled.  Ms. Stewart stated 

that the interviews of Joseph Coyte, Roger Clark and David Wood had been taken.  The 
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interviews of Stu Van Mevren and George Hass were scheduled.  Ms. Stewart invited anyone to 

provide names and contact information for anyone who should be interviewed about our history.  

Ms. Stewart then played a part of the interview of Mr. Coyte.   

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW LAWYERS: Mr. Clark introduced eight new lawyers in town.  

Art Spicatti (opening his own firm), Aaron Pratt (law clerk for Judge Fields), Michelle AmRhein 

(Otis Coan & Peters), Gina Robinson (Otis Coan & Peters), Scott Mellon (Bringing Justice 

Home), Rickie Liska (intern for Magistrate Jostad), June Buskaren (corporate council for 

Agilent) and Bill Babcock (opening his own firm).  Rob Phillips also introduced himself as a 

new lawyer in town.    

 

TERM DAY ACTIVITIES: Steve Jouard stated that the term day activities included golf at the 

Fort Collins Country Club and then dinner.  In addition there was a bike ride that was being 

offered that would leave from the Justice Center and ride out to Wellington for refreshments and 

then return. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m..   

 

NEXT LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEETING:  The next LCBA Executive Committee meeting will be held on September 11, 2011 

at 7:00 a.m. at Café Bluebird. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Jennifer A. Stewart, Secretary 


