
Larimer County Bar Association 

September 7, 2018—Term Day 

Welcome/Call to Order—Renee Doak.  Renee introduces the board.  Cody Knebel, Rikke Liska, Rebekah 

Berry-Chaney and Elise Ritchie.  Lisa Ritter and Cathy Vlasak are also introduced. 

 Judges in attendance:   Judge Howard 
    Magistrate Jostad 
    Judge Beranado 
    Judge Lehman 
    Judge Lynch 
    Judge Jourard 
    Judge Blanco 
    Judge Odell 
    Judge French 
    Magistrate Connors 
    Judge Ecton  
    Magistrate Majoros 
     

State of the Judiciary—Judge Stephen Howard.  Judge Howard asks those who have practiced for 40 

years or more to stand.   

 Change in personnel, we have a new magistrate, Magistrate Kandace Majoros, Judge Odell is 

retiring and is offered an opportunity to say a few words.  Magistrate Spangler, Lori Dean and Juan 

Villasenior are interviewing for the open judge position.  There are a lot of judges being appointed right 

now.  The deadline to make a decision is 9/14, the position will open on October 9th.   

 Long time jury commissioner, Lori Johnson, has retired.  Sarah Esparza is taking that position.   

 Jackie Morrow has be a self-represented litigant coordinator, she has been hired as the Access 

to Justice coordinator, state wide in Denver.   We have an opening for a self-represented litigant 

coordinator.  An announcement is going out today regarding that position. 

 Modifications of the dockets.  Judge French is going to take over the docket in Walden, 

Magistrate Zehe after 11-12 years in 1A is going to move up to 4B and be the juvenile court 

judge/magistrate.  Magistrate Majoros has taken over 1A.  There may be additional changes, required in 

part, by our changes in case filings.  With the exception of civil everything is up a lot.  D&Ns are up about 

50%, the criminals are up a lot, although less than years past, probate is up a lot so those will need to be 

addressed. 

 Magistrate evaluations will open on Monday.  Everyone is encouraged to say whatever you 

think, please do give input so that we can help the Magistrates out.  Judge performance reports are now 

posted on the judicial performance website.   

 As of September 1, 2018, we added a second court interpreter.  

 September 24-25 is the judicial conference.  There will not be judges/DAs at the courthouse but 

there will be construction workers.  The front doors to the Courthouse will be replaced.   



 The legislature passes a statute re: court liaisons for mental health issues.  That is supposed to 

be in place October 1 per statute.  This person is supposed to be able to provide information to 

attorneys and the court of mental health resources available.  It will mostly be for competency and 

restoration in criminal cases, however, by statute it is broader than that.   

 Courtroom 1A has an audio/video upgrade.   

Judge Odell—Retiring on October 5, 2018.  It has been an honor to be chosen for this position.   

Treasurer’s Report—Art Spicciati→Fiscal year of July 1-June 30.  We ran a sizable surplus last year.  We 

have dues coming in.  When the economy isn’t good it is important that we have a surplus so that we 

are able to assist community organizations.  This has happened in the past and we have been able to 

assist others when there have been financial issues. 

Access to Justice—Rebekah Berry-Chaney.   

 Maintain a list of local resources for both low income and not low income people 

 Maintain a modest means list 

 2 events per year—Family Law Resource Day and Ask a Lawyer Day in the fall. 

 Family Law Day—May 2018, 3rd time we have had this event.  There are classes and ask-a-lawyer 

clinics where litigants can talk to an attorney, there is a free parenting class and assistance with forms.  

There were 59 people assisted by this event.  43 people attended the ask-a-lawyer clinic and 30 people 

attended classes.  Thank all of those who helped with classes and those who helped with forms or 

assisted with the ask-a-lawyer clinic.   

 October 26th is the next event (Ask-A-Lawyer Day) in the past we have had legal resource day 

where we presented classes on civil legal issues, but most people were just taking advantage of the ask-

a-lawyer clinics.  Because this was the main focus of what people were interested in we made that the 

exclusive mission of the legal resource day.  We are looking for DR attorneys, Landlord/tenant and 

probate attys to volunteer.   

Self-Help Center—Jackie Morrow.  On average helping about 600 people a month, the majority is in 

person during office hours, help via e-mail and phone.  Most help is reviewing forms.  Second Tuesday of 

every month is an ask-a-lawyer clinic from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.  Always looking for new volunteers. Virtual 

free legal clinic at the library in old town.  Via a computer link, at the Old Town library promoted by the 

Self Help Center but not sponsored by them. 

 DR pro se class twice a month.  They are contemplating holding more classes (sealing, consumer 

rights, Landlord/tenants etc.)  Strive to help pro se litigants with the ATJ committee and DR best 

practices committees.   

 Ask-a-lawyer day—registration starts October 1st.  Flyers are done, post flyers all over the city, 

post in local papers, radio stations blog about the event.  There were 90 people last year.  Thanks to the 

subcommittee! 

Pro Bono Program—Cody Knebel, co-chair of the committee.   Cindy Hendrix, paralegal of 13 years does 

a great job.  Purpose is to serve low income individuals to get help and/or extended representation.  



Weekly intakes where people can get some advice/guidance.  Helps to instruct people about how to 

present themselves in court.  Over 450 people were served last year.  About 1000 cases have been filed 

in DR court this year where there is no atty on either side.  Last year there were 30 people who had 

extended representation.  Over 100 lawyers in the community participated in the program last year.   

Women’s Bar—Elise Ritchie.  Summer social was a few weeks ago, there was a great turn out.  Next 

meeting is October 3, 2018 at Illegal Pete’s.  E-mails will come with more information. 

Young Lawyer’s Division—Fred Long stepping in for Ben Kramer.  October is professionalism month, 

there is a CLE scheduled on October 4th at 11:30 a.m., there will be judges and hoping to get 2 ethics 

credits for the program.  Trying to schedule networking events (coffee/donuts in the am) with various 

firms hosting in the month of October.  There are 1-2 firms who have volunteered to host.  If you are 

interested in hosting e-mail Fred or Ben.  October 17, Call A Lawyer 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. LL/tenant and DR 

and criminal attys are appreciated.   

Library—There are archival books available behind 5A, the bar association has access to the books, 

Judge Field will be moving to 5A when Judge Odell retires.  If you need to do historic research you can 

contact Judge Field and she will make arrangements for you to have access to the books.   

Scholarship fund—In 2000 with the help of Randy Starr the bar gave the community foundation about 

$10,000 to start a scholarship fund.  That seed money has allowed us to build a fund that allows us to 

hand out scholarships to 2-3 high school students who show an interest in law or a legal related field.  

The April ethics seminar funds the scholarship program. Overtime we have put approximately $85,000 in 

the fund and we gave about $50,000 in scholarships.  We have about $55,000 in the account now.  

There is a 3 person committee who review the applications and make recommendations to the board 

and once approved by the board we make those funds available.  This year the Community Foundation 

has asked us to endow the Steven J. Roy scholarship fund.   The endowment would mean that the 

scholarship would be permanent, that the funds in the scholarship would remain there and that the 

Community Foundation would make available to us a fixed percentage of the fund that we could give as 

scholarships.  Once you endow the fund it is permanent.  Currently, the dollars are for scholarships, but 

in theory we could hand out two $20,000 awards and wipe out the fund in one year.  We would not be 

able to do that if the fund were endowed.  Please contact Ian or the executive committee if you have 

any thoughts regarding endowment. 

 Endowing the scholarship would make it permanent and would tie up the funds so that there is 

less flexibility in how they are used.  Under current rates we would have 4.1% of the funds available to 

hand out for scholarships.  This could also free up the money earned by the professionalism seminar to 

do other things.     

Mentorship Program—Ian McCargar.  If anyone wants a mentor or wants to be a mentor contact Ian. 

Mock Trial—Magistrate Connors.  Larimer and Weld bar co-sponsor the mock trials.  This year in Greeley 

February 8th and 9th, 2 rounds each day.  Volunteer are needed.  Last year 12 teams from 9 schools, 6 

teams from Fort Collins.  6 trials at all time and we need 3 attorneys and a judicial officer to preside over 

every trial.  We anticipate needing 72 volunteers to score the rounds, serve as jurors.  If you haven’t 

done it, it isn’t hard, you get a training before the round to go through the score sheet.  The kids really 

appreciate getting to appear in front of real attorneys and real judges.  There will be a link in the 



messenger for on-line sign up.  YLD is always really helpful, thank you!  There is a dinner and snacks for 

the kids given by YLD.   

Inns of Court—Doug Stratton, Byron White Inn of Court, meet the third Thursday of every month for 

dinner (summer excluded).  This year at Biaggi’s in Promenade Shops.  Substantive law/ethics and 

professionalism are discussed.  Generally a group discussion and a speaker.  First meeting 9/20 with 

Judge Kim Goldberger 

CLE Program—Kara Clark, upcoming CLEs include A Horse of a Different Color on September 14 at Amani 

Farms hosted by Claire Havelda and Jill Canter-Lee.  A CLE on PERA on October 9, 2018 at noon in the 

jury assembly room.  A CLE on Marijuana and its impact on November 8th at 9 a.m. in the County 

Building on Oak Street.  

National Adoption Day—Donna Hochberg, 21 children adopted last year.  Balloon twister, 

characteristics, treats, the Denver Broncos.  Please set adoptions for Friday November 16th all day.  

There are lots of teddy bears to be passed out.  Donna welcome’s help with the event.   

Introduction of New Lawyers—Sarah Steiben, taking over for Roger Clark who has been making 

introductions for more than 35 years.  Roger is reintroduced. 

 New Lawyers:  Carl Robichaux—solo Practitioner, Estes Park, CO 

   Heidi Whitaker—Burnham Law Firm in Fort Collins, CO.   

   Sean Golden—Law Clerk to Judge Field.  Hopes to be a solo. 

   Brook Alexander—Lunt & Associates, LLC in Fort Collins, CO 

   Johnathan Baer—Law Clerk to Judge Odell.   

   Callan Riedel—Liggett, Johnson and Goodman, Fort Collins, CO 

 

Kara Clark, Secretary 

     

 
























