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LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES  

FROM THE FEBRUARY 14, 2012 MEETING HELD AT CAFE BLUEBIRD  

 

ATTENDING:  Steve Jouard, John Duval, Ian McCargar, Sara Stieben, Jennifer Stewart, Cathy 

Vlasak, Laurie Stirman, Jennifer Rice, and Misty Bordeaux 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  President Steve Jouard called the meeting to order at 7:05 a.m.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes for the January meeting were reviewed and 

corrections were made.  Ian McCargar made a motion to approve the minutes with the 

corrections and John Duval seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  The financial records were presented by Jennifer Rice and sent to 

all members of the executive committee by Lisa Ritter.  Ms. Rice commented that she was not 

sure what the budget was going to be for the Supreme Court reception on April 30, 2012.  Mr. 

Duval responded that the money that had been set aside for the President’s Dinner could be used.  

The anticipated expenditures were going to include a room for the CLE, a room for the reception 

at the Fort Collins Marriott, and for the meal accompanying the reception.  There will be a cash 

bar.  Ian McCargar made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and the motion was 

seconded by John Duval.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

PRO-BONO:  Sara Stieben’s stated that her one-year term is expiring and is looking for 

someone to take over the commitment.  Mr. McCargar reported that he thought Cameron 

Banninga would be someone who could handle the job as he is a straight shooter, genuine and 

sincere.  Although he has just graduated law school Mr. Banninga has done contract work with 

Mr. McCargar and Mr. McCargar was impressed with his work.  Mr. Duval also stated that Mr. 

Banninga is going to start working part-time for the City of Loveland as a legal intern for 4 

months.  Ms. Stieben stated that she had spoken to Mr. Banninga and explained that the 

commitment is for one year.  Mr. Jouard and Mr. Duval stated that they would be happy to 

interview Mr. Banninga to make sure he would be a good fit for the program.  Ms. Rice stated 

that no one has been interviewed for this position in the past.  Ms. Stewart stated that Mr. 

Banninga sounded like a good person but if he has just graduated from law school is he a good 

fit because one of his primary ethical responsibilities is to supervise Cindy and make sure that 

she has not made any errors.  Mr. McCargar made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. 

Banninga to serve as the pro-bono chair for a year subject to the interview by Mr. Duval and Mr. 

Jouard.  Sara Stieben seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

Mr. Jouard stated that the attorneys or law firms who meet the pro-bono hours are usually 

recognized at Term Day and that if anyone knew of attorneys or law firms who met the 

requirement or who were going to commit to that requirement over the next year to please 

contact him.   

YOUNG LAWYERS REPORT:  Misty Bordeaux reported that she was unaware of any brown 

bags currently scheduled.  In terms of Law Day, Ms. Bordeaux was looking for a speaker and 

wanted the committee to give her advice on the names that she had received.  The theme of this 

year’s event was “access to justice for the public.”  The names were Judge Hiatt, Judge Stirman, 

Korey Ciochetti, Charlie Garcia, Judge Dan Taubman, and Judge Gale Miller.  Jennifer Rice 
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thought Judge Taubman was a fantastic person as he was very enthusiastic about the subject.  

Mr. McCargar thought Charlie Garcia has been in practice for a long time and he would expect 

him to be a good speaker.  Mr. McCargar had also seen Mr. Ciochetti at another event and Mr. 

Ciochettie was a very entertaining speaker.  The event is scheduled to be on May 4
th

 and Ms. 

Bordeaux was looking at scheduling the event at the Midtown Arts Center.  The Midtown Arts 

Center had agreed to waive the room fee if more than 100 people arrived.  The quoted price for 

the room and the food was $2,411.27 which would be roughly $24.12 per person.  Ms. Bordeaux 

thought that we should perhaps charge $27.00 for the event if she were able to obtain an ethics 

CLE credit.  The committee agreed that with the CLE credit, the price made sense.     

LCWBA/ MENTORSHIP PROGRAM:  Ian McCargar met with the Denver Bar Association 

and they agreed to make minor changes to their model to allow us to join with them and receive 

CLE credit for being in the mentorship program.  15 CLE credits is expected for participating in 

the program.  In exchange for the minor changes to their model, Larimer County needed to agree 

that the mentor/mentee would not reach the point of client confidences being shared.  Mr. 

McCargar expects to make the announcement of this addition to our program by the spring term 

day event where he will present it to the membership.   

MOCK TRIAL:   Ian McCargar reported that the event is to take place on February 24, 2012 

and February 25, 2012.  Mr. McCargar reported that attorney judges were still needed for the 

event.  Ms. Bordeaux stated that she will bring it up again with the young lawyers to see if any of 

them are interested.   

 

WOMEN’S BAR:   Laurie Stirman reported that a social is planned for next Thursday at Café 

Vino and that the CLE originally scheduled last fall is being rescheduled for April 9, 2012 

(tentatively).  After the CLE the Colorado State Women’s Bar Association will be hosting a 

social.   

 

LEGISLATURE POLICY COMMITTEE:  Steve Jouard stated that an issue is going through 

the State Civil Rights committee to approve civil unions.  The civil union branch of the CBA has 

asked the legislative policy committee to not take a position.  Mr. Jouard wanted to know 

whether we should take a position or not.  Ian McCargar stated that the issue of civil unions 

would bring clarity to an issue that is not clear at the moment.  Jennifer Rice stated that currently 

the law as written is a mess in regards to this issue and it is expensive to handle these issues with 

the law as written so it would be good to support the issue.  Mr. Jouard stated that the issue is 

controversial and it is difficult to make a decision that is representative of the membership.  John 

Duval stated that the membership should vote on this issue rather than us taking a position.  Mr. 

Duval mentioned that the membership has voted in the past on issues like this.  Ms. Rice stated 

that we should probably take no position as it will take too much time to get a vote through the 

membership.  Everyone agreed.   

 

CLE:  Steve Jouard stated that there is a CLE scheduled for March 7
th

 regarding contempt being 

presented by Magistrate Pannell.   

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY:  It was brought up that the CBA already has an on-line list of 

all of its members and would it be worth it to recreate that list.   
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NEW BUSINESS: 

LCBA DUES:  Steve Jouard stated that the CBA wanted to know whether we were 

going to maintain the current level of dues or increase or decrease them.  Currently the level of 

the dues is $100 for Larimer County.  Everyone agreed that there is no benefit to downsizing or 

increasing the dues.  Jennifer Stewart raised the issue of whether young lawyers should receive a 

discount in membership dues.  That issue will be addressed during the budget discussion. 

 

PRO-BONO PARALEGAL OF THE YEAR:  Ian McCargar is going to nominate 

Cindy as the pro-bono paralegal of the year.   

 

SPRING TERM DAY:   There will be a morning meeting in which David Masters will 

be the speaker.  This year there will not be a lunch.  Bowling is being organized by Kim Schutt.  

The Professionalism award that is usually awarded during the lunch will be awarded at the Ethics 

Seminar.  Ian McCargar supported awarding the professionalism award at Law Day since a 

meeting is not dignified enough for an award ceremony.  Jennifer Rice agreed because it would 

be good for the mock trial students to witness.  

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:   Laurie Stirman expressed interest in becoming the 

secretary.  Jennifer Stewart stated that she will be unable to attend the term day meeting in which 

the officers are elected.   

 

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE RECEPTION: On April 30
th

, the Larimer County Bar 

Association will host the Supreme Court Justice for a CLE and a reception.  The CLE will be an 

ethics CLE and the reception is to follow.  On May 1
st
, the Supreme Court will hear oral 

argument at Rocky Mountain High School in the auditorium.  They are hoping to talk to the 

students in advance of the argument to provide the students with a little background.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15.   

 

NEXT LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEETING:  The next LCBA Executive Committee meeting will be held on March 13, 2012, at 

7:00 a.m. at the Café Bulebird. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Jennifer A. Stewart, Secretary 


