
LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES FROM JANUARY 14, 2014 MEETING 

HELD AT CAFÉ BLUEBIRD 
 

ATTENDING:  P. Dauster, J. Rice; J. Zugish, A. Spicciati, C. Banninga, L. Steele-Idem, C. 
Vlasak and R. Gast.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes from the November 12, 2013 Board meeting were 
approved unanimously.   
 
TREASURER’S  REPORT:    The  treasurer’s  report  was  unanimously  approved.  J. Rice advised 
that L. Stirman is continuing to work on changing the CD to an internet bank but process taking 
longer than expected because Ally Bank, where we intended to move the CD, does not provide 
this service for non-profits. 
 
YOUNG  LAWYER’S  REPORT:  A. Spicciati reported that the YLD is having a 2014 New 
Year social at the Mayor of Old Town on January 15 from 5:00 to 8:00.  The Bylaws Committee 
conducted an online survey with regard to Bylaws that received a 30% response.  Further 
discussion regarding the relationship between YLD and the parent LCBA.  Questions raised by 
YLD:  How to formalize the relationship between YLD and the LCBA?  How does YLD report 
finances to LCBA?  Sources of permanent funding or does YLD charge dues to membership? 
 
WOMEN’S  BAR  REPORT:  L. Steele-Idem reported   that   the  Women’s  Bar   had   a   social   in  
December.  The  Women’s  Bar   implemented   its  new  judicial  endorsement  policy   in  connection  
with the recent District Court opening.  Received both positive and negative feedback and feels 
there are compatibility issues  with  the  state  Women’s  Bar.    As  a  result,  the  Women’s  Bar  did  not  
endorse a candidate in the recent County Court opening.  Their next meeting is January 30 where 
they will address and evaluate the judicial endorsement policy.  Also discussed being involved in 
gap issues related to the closure of Bringing Justice Home.  J. Rice added she has had 
discussions   with   the   Governor’s   office   regarding   the   lack   of   female   candidates for judicial 
openings.  Considering a Brown Bag seminar / panel to discuss females applying / qualifying for 
judicial openings. 
 
PRO BONO REPORT:  C. Banninga reported that the committee continues to discuss the 
evaluation process for assigning pro bono cases to attorneys.  Need to follow from S. Stieben and 
P. Dauster.  Discussion regarding screening of potential pro bono clients and whether eligibility 
guidelines are being followed.  Further discussion regarding overlap with self-help center. 
 
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM:  No report. 
 



BOARD  OF  GOVERNOR’S  REPORT:  R. Gast reported that at the next  Board  of  Governor’s  
meeting is in May and that he will have a report for the June Executive Committee meeting. 
 
ACCESS TO JUSTICE:  R. Gast reported that the Access to Justice Committee is in the 
process of developing a local resource index.  Once complete the focus will turn to filling 
resource gaps.  Reported that Bringing Justice Home lost its Federal Grant and, as a result, is 
shutting down.  Not sure if the shutdown is immediate or gradual.  Discussed that Colorado 
Legal Services is looking for help with pending cases, but not sure of the number of current 
cases.  Coordinating efforts to find representation for said cases with the Women’s   Bar.      A.  
Spicciati stated that YLD will assist. 
 
CLE PROGRAMS:  No report.  J. Rice requested that for the February meeting we consider 
someone to take over leadership of this section.  Seminar scheduled for January 29 to discuss 
changes in spousal / family maintenance. 
 
MOCK TRIAL:  No report.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS:   

1. Term Day scheduled for March 7.  J. Rice will contact Kim Schutt regarding bowling.  
Discussion regarding lunch and CLE. 
 

2. K. Vlasak requested articles for the upcoming Messinger. 
 
3. J. Rice advised that Colorado Flood Legal Assistance is scheduling meetings with 

Boulder, Weld and Larimer Bars because the Flood Recovery Center is shutting down 
and seeks assistance for ongoing matters from local Bars.  Meeting to be scheduled. 

 
4. A. Spicciati discussed YLD website.  Presentation will be made to the Executive 

Committee at February meeting.  Issues to be discussed include content, potential 
income stream and funding. 

 
5. K. Vlasak advised that she had been contacted by Mike Peterson about starting a 

family law section.  J. Rice stated she will contact Mike and put this issue on the 
agenda for the February meeting. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 

 

  


