
LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

FROM MEETING HELD JUNE 29, 2012 HELD AT LARIMER COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE OFFICES 

 

ATTENDING: John Duval, Jennifer Bergdolt, Claire Kauffman, Cameron Banninga, Dick Gast, 

Art Spicciati, Laurie Stirman, Cathy Vlasak, Erin Connors, Linda Connors. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT AND DISCUSSION OF 2012-2013 BUDGET: Jennifer Bergdolt 

reported on the process of coming to the proposed budget to be discussed. First, income items 

were discussed. The committee discussed that CLE income was overestimated; dues income was 

underestimated slightly so the committee decided to propose an increase to $44,000. COLTAF 

was underestimated last year, but the committee discussed that the amount for 2012-2013 should 

be similar based on some funds reallocation by the Colorado Supreme Court. Dick Gast noted 

that these additional funds came from attorney regulation funds. With respect to fall Term Day, 

golf was close to budget, but dinner had been underestimated so the committee proposed to 

increase income slightly. With respect to spring Term Day, the committee proposed to keep 

budget the same. It was noted that the spring Term Day lunch category was not used for lunch 

but for the Supreme Court social. The interest income from CDs was lowered, but income for ads 

in the Messenger has gone up. Regarding mock trial income, Linda Connors indicated that she 

thinks the income is the carryover from last year based on alternating hosting between Weld and 

Larimer Counties. “Other income” is unknown and left at zero. The committee noted that after 

reviewing income numbers, and based on projected expenses, the LCBA would be negative 

$5,000 at the end of the year. 

 

Expenses were discussed in detail: The committee decided to leave donations at the same amount 

paid last year. The Senior Law Day budget was left the same. Similarly, the budget for 

scholarships and awards were kept at the same amounts, although the awards spending last year 

was under budget. The miscellaneous budget line was kept the same, as well as the budget for 

bench bar luncheons. With respect to mock trial, John Duval noted that the committee should 

check with Ian regarding the budget. The committee decided to remove $350 from the “other” 

mock trial expense. For the Law Day budget, the committee increased the budget based on last 

year’s spending. The committee discussed the Access to Justice budget. The internet and printer 

supplies were kept the same, and the committee discussed whether to carry over the $3,000 

unused in 2011-2012 to cover the possible expense for the pro bono case manager program 

should Larimer County be awarded a position. The committee also discussed the appropriate 

amount for this position. The Presidents’ dinner was discussed as a way to honor those who have 

committed time. The committee discussed the veteran’s lunches, as well as decreasing gifts and 

memorials to $350. The accounting expense for taxes was kept the same. The committee decided 

to raise the bono wages the historical amount of $1 per hour. The malpractice insurance expense 

went up, but the cell phone expense will remain the same as well as the internet expense. Fall 

and spring Term Day budget items were kept the same. The committee decided to move the 

presidents’ dinner budget to 2013-2014 budget. The committee discussed adding an expense for 

National Adoption Day, and determined that there may be money available through the CBA. 

 

The proposed budget was unanimously approved on motion. 

 



The committee discussed what items to make budget priorities, and discussed Access to Justice, 

CLE’s, pro bono, and bar events/congeniality. 

 

PROFESSIONALISM MONTH: The committee discussed which group could take charge. A 

possible professionalism CLE for October was discussed, as well as speaking to the 

professionalism committee about the month. The committee discussed a possible social for 

young lawyers. 

 

ACCESS TO JUSTICE: Erin Connors noted that this person would participate in quarterly 

phone conferences, be a liaison between state and local, and have a role with pro se case 

manager. The committee discussed making this the responsibility of bar VP.  

 

HIGH PARK FIRE ASSISTANCE: A hotline was set up through CBA disaster program. John 

Duval reported that he attended a panel presentation and suggested that our bar may look to have 

the county attorney get involved as Boulder did. The committee discussed other ways to help 

with the fire, including sending out an email to members regarding a fund for the Rist Canyon 

volunteer firefighters. The committee agreed to send the email with a note that this was a special 

situation, and not all requests for emails would be honored.  

 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS: John Duval reported that the board consists of the immediate past 

president, the Board of Governor’s representative, three appointments by the executive 

committee (currently Linda Connors, the Young Lawyers’ liaison, pro bono coordinator); two 

appointments by the president (currently Access to Justice/CLE coordinator, Women's Bar 

liaison). The committee decided to take vote at next meeting regarding adding the Access to 

Justice responsibility to the VP position. 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS REPORT: Dick Gast reported that the ICCES system will be 

taking over LexisNexis at the start of 2013, but that the pricing will be similar. He reported that 

funding will be a major issue for the judicial system in 12 years without changes to the 

Constitution. Current topics of discussion include raises to judicial system employees, long term 

funding for access to justice, CBA principles of professionalism. He reported that the next 

meeting is in November. 

 

FALL TERM DAY: John Duval reported that the event will be held at Embassy Suites on 

September 7. Steve Jouard volunteered to help with golf tournament and discussed holding it at  

Ptarmigan.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS: The committee discussed having Access to Justice materials at Senior 

Law Day. Art Spicciati raised the topic of the Young Lawyer practice manual and other possible 

fundraiser idea in lieu of the manual such as doing a nuts and bolts CLE perhaps in October for 

professionalism month. Cathy Vlasak reported that July 20 is the deadline for the next 

Messenger. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 


