
 

 

 

LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MINUTES FROM THE AUGUST, 12 2014 MEETING  

HELD AT CAFÉ BLUEBIRD 
 

ATTENDING:  Jennifer Stewart, Laurie Stirman, Josh Zugish, Cathy Vlasak, Pete 

Dauster, Erin Redmond Claeys, Dick Gast, Jennifer Rice, and Lindsay Steele-Idem. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  President J. Stewart called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  J. Rice moved to approve the Minutes from the July 8, 

2014 meeting.  P. Dauster seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously by the 

committee. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  P. Dauster reported that there was $82,966.40 in the 

regular checking account and $146,056.49 in total funds.  The net income figure for July, 

the start of the fiscal year, was $18,623.99.  J. Stewart noted that there was no line item 

for the website appropriation to YLD in the budget.  P. Dauster suggested that the amount 

as well as the $2,500 for matched COLTAF funds be drawn from one of the CD accounts 

that permits the LCBA to withdraw twice per year without penalty.  R. Gast questioned 

the maturity date of a Home State Bank account.  L. Stirman moved to approve the 

Treasurer’s Report, which was seconded by J. Rice and approved unanimously by the 

committee. 

 

PRO BONO PROGRAM:  J. Stewart delivered the Pro Bono Program report on behalf 

of C. Banninga. J. Stewart noted that in response to a situation where there was a missed 

intake (i.e., no pro bono attorney or paralegal present), there needs to be a policy in place 

whereby both C. Banninga and the Judicial Administration are alerted so that courthouse 

staff can post that the intake session is cancelled for that day so that the public is made 

aware.  J. Stewart also reported that the Pro Bono Committee held its first meeting on 

August 4, 2014 at D’Vine Bistro.  Jackie Marro, Cindi Hendrix, and Deb Wagner 

presented on the Self-Help Center, Pro Bono Program, and Colorado Legal Services, 

respectively, to assist the committee in understanding which services are offered by each 

organization and where there is overlap and/or gaps.  Discussion ensued about the issue 

of conflict checks and the scope of the attorney client relationship when attorneys 

participate in these programs.  J. Stewart announced that the policy of issuing a form 

clarifying the lack of attorney client relationship to the litigants would resume for the pro 

bono classes offered.   

 

J. Rice requested assistance coordinating disaster relief intakes, noting that there are only 

two or three attorneys that have been taking these cases, but also acknowledging the lack 

of training for attorneys on FEMA.  Discussion ensued about expanding training, and 

recruiting a couple of attorneys to join J. Rice in handling intakes during the week.  E. 

Redmond Claeys agreed to explore interest amongst YLD members. 

 

YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION:  E. Redmond Claeys discussed Law Day, scheduled 

for August 22, 2014, and the general figures for attendance.  The Committee explored 



 

 

ways to promote the event and increase attendance.  E. Redmond Claeys stated that 

because of the proximity to the start of the school year and lack of notice, the LCBA 

Scholarship recipients would not be in attendance at Law Day, but would be orally 

recognized during the event.  E. Redmond Claeys also reported that YLD selected Matt 

Callahan of Digital Limit to construct the LCBA website for approximately $4,000.00, 

and that an operational version would be up by fall Term Day.  Discussion ensued as to 

how much involvement and oversight the Executive Committee should have in how the 

website looks, and it was agreed that giving the Executive Committee an opportunity for 

feedback via email would be appropriate.  Discussion ensued about the LCBA logo, and 

that the Executive Committee should be involved in that decision.  J. Stewart asked 

whether or not the logo could be used for other purposes independent of the website, and 

E. Redmond Claeys agreed follow up and investigate.  Discussion turned to how to 

allocate the responsibility for managing the website.  J. Stewart proposed that the Vice 

President of the Executive Committee principally operate the website and update its 

content, since the office has relatively limited responsibilities.  L. Steele-Idem seconded 

the motion, which was approved unanimously by the Committee 

 

WOMEN’S BAR: No report. 

 

ACCESS TO JUSTICE: Dick Gast reported that the ATJ committee met in July.  

Given the high volume of litigants utilizing the self-help center, Megan Einerson from the 

clerk’s office has been hired as a second employee, and would also assist in Loveland a 

few days per week.  The ATJ committee is also exploring the idea of an Ask-a-Lawyer 

program in the self-help center for two-hour slots.  Because they have secured 

professional liability coverage and have developed a form agreement for limited 

representation, D. Gast is now in the process of mobilizing attorney volunteers to sign up 

for these sessions.    D. Gast also reported that the committee is exploring guidelines for 

its modest means representation program, including caps on hourly rates and retainers 

modeled after other programs in the state.  This discussion was briefly interrupted by E. 

Redmond’s circulation of a picture of C. Berkhausen’s infant amongst the Committee, 

which unanimously agreed that she was indeed beautiful. 

 

CLE: J. Stewart reported on behalf of R. Doak that R. Gast and J. Johnson would be 

presenting a real estate contract CLE on September 16, 2014, and that two CLEs would 

be held in October; Ethics Professionalism on October 7
th

 and Civil Unions on October 

20
th

.  

 

PAST PRESIDENTS’ DINNER:  J. Stewart remarked that she believed the July 25, 

2014 event was a success, and the Committee collectively agreed and thanked her for her 

efforts in organizing and hosting it. 

 

FALL TERM DAY: Fall Term Day will be held on September 5, 2014.  J. Stewart 

announced that she would be coordinating the golf activity during the day at Collingdale 

at noon, despite having a lack of familiarity with the sport.  This year’s dinner event will 

be held on the rooftop of the Fort Collins Museum of Discovery. 

 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS: The Committee discussed J. Frey and I. MacCargar’s request that 

the LCBA Scholarship be renamed in honor of the late Steve Roy.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned by J. Stewart at 8:18 am.    

 

NEXT LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEETING:  Due to the Term Day meeting next month, the next Executive Committee 

meeting will be held on October 14, 2014 at 7:00 a.m. at Café Bluebird. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Lindsay A. Steele-Idem, LCBA Secretary 


