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LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES  

FROM THE MAY 10, 2011 MEETING HELD AT CAFE BLUEBIRD  

 

ATTENDING:  Steve Jouard, Cathy Vlasak, Erin Connor, John Duval, Randy Starr, Kathryn 

Lonowski, Jennifer Stewart, Ian McCarger and Laurie Stirman 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  President Steve Jouard called the meeting to order at 7:08 a.m.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes for the April 12, 2011 meeting and the March 8, 

2011 meeting were reviewed and corrections were made to spelling errors.  With those 

corrections, John Duval made a motion to approve the minutes and Ian McCarger seconded the 

motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  The financial records were sent by e-mail to all members of the 

executive committee.  Randy Starr made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and the 

motion was seconded by John Duval.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

YOUNG LAWYERS REPORT:  Laurie Stirman reported that roughly 100 people were present 

for Law Day including the 24 people from the mock trial teams and scholarship winners.  Ms. 

Stirman reported that the venue worked well and that everyone seemed to enjoy the speaker.  A 

comment was made about the lack of judicial presence at the event and how disappointing that 

was.  Steve Jouard will speak with Judge Schapanski about it for next year on May 4, 2012.   

Scholarships:  Steve Jouard reported that 3 scholarships were awarded during the Law 

Day event.  Ian McCarger represented that the applications were approximately half the 

amount that usually apply, which was unusual.  Steve Jouard reported that since the 

ethics seminar netted over $7000 and since there was $17,000 in the scholarship funds, 

each award winner was awarded $1,750.   

Laurie Stirman also reported that she would be retrieving the young lawyer e-mail list and 

providing that list to Ian McCarger for the mentoring program.   

LCWBA:  Laurie Stirman also reported on the Women’s Bar Association.  Ms. Stirman reported 

that the CLE offered in April was well attended.  In addition, Diane Lathrop offered to host an 

event over the summer for the Women’s Bar.   

CLE PROGRAM:  Erin Connor agreed to take over this program from Mr. Jouard. 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS:  Randy Starr reported on the May Board of Governors meeting.  

Mr. Starr reported that David Masters took over as President (Mr. Masters is from Montrose) and 

Dan Muffley is now on the executive council.  Mr. Starr reported that Mr. McCarger finished his 

tenure on the executive committee.  Mr. Starr reported that there is a new push to participate in 

Liberty Day and to encourage attorneys to go to elementary schools and discuss the constitution.  

Mr. Starr also reported that the board had a strategic session in which they discussed mentorship 

programs.  Mr. Starr reported that many bar associations across the state are having the same 

issues that Larimer is having.  The general consensus was that a formalistic process within the 

mentorship program is a barrier. 
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE:  Erin Connor agreed to taking over Jennifer Rice’s position.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

SENIOR LAW DAY:  The $1000 donation to Senior Law Day will be paid in July. 

 

RETREAT: The retreat is scheduled for July 7, 2011 at the Courthouse Offices.  The 

board will go over the budget in advance of the meeting. 

 

PAST PRESIDENT’S DINNER: Randy Starr is hosting the Past President’s Dinner at 

his home and reports that the box of booze is on its way.   

 

FALL TERM DAY: Steve Jouard is considering the Embassy Suites as the venue for 

this year’s Fall Term Day evening event on September 9, 2011.  Others on the committee report 

that the food is fantastic at the Embassy Suites.  Mr. Jouard will also put together the golf event 

at Highland Meadows.   

 

JOB PLACEMENT ADS: Cathy Vlasak reported that she would like to change the 

policy about placing ads in the Messenger.  Currently the person who wants to place an ad needs 

to notify Cathy and pay a fee of $25.00.  However, the ads may not get put in the Messenger for 

a couple of months.  Cathy requested that the ads be posted on the website for the same fee.  The 

person placing the ad would have to pre-pay and then notify Cathy when the ad was no longer 

needed.  The committee agreed with pre-paying for the ads and agreed that job postings could be 

put on the website.  The committee discussed whether open houses, announcements and leasing 

space should also go on the website and the committee decided that right not, only job ads should 

go on the website.   

 

VETERAN’S LEGAL AIDE: Justice Bender would like to start a veteran’s legal aide 

program and Steve Ray has agreed to take the lead in creating the program. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00AM.   

 

NEXT LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEETING:  The next LCBA Executive Committee meeting will be held on June 14, 2011, at 

7:00 a.m. at the Café Bluebird.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Jennifer A. Stewart, Secretary 


