
 

LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES FROM THE 
MAY 13, 2014 MEETING HELD AT CAFE BLUEBIRD 

 

ATTENDING:  Jennifer Stewart, Laurie Stirman, Cristin Berkhausen, Cathy Vlasak, Pete Dauster, Art 
Spicciati, Cameron Banninga, Misty Bordeaux, Lindsay Steele-Idem, and Dick Gast. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  President Jennifer Stewart called the meeting to order at 7:05 a.m. 

  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Dick Gast moved to approve the April 8, 2014 minutes, which was 
seconded by Laurie Stirman and approved unanimously. 

 

TREASURER’S   REPORT:  Pete   Dauster   delivered   the   Treasurer’s   Report.      Ms. Stirman moved to 
approve Mr. Dauster’s report and Art Spicciati seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.  
Ms.   Stewart   cited   Ian   McCargar’s   recent   inquiry   into   the   balance of the Community Foundation of 
Northern Colorado, and Mr. Dauster indicated he would investigate the matter.  There was then 
discussion   about   Mr.   McCargar’s   expressed   desire   to   see   greater   publicity   for   the   foundation’s  
scholarship so as to attract more qualified applicants.  Ms. Stewart discussed enlisting the assistance of 
Linda Connors to spread the word among Mock Trial coaches and contacting such coaches directly. 

 

PRO BONO PROGRAM:  Cameron Banninga reported that he submitted the application for Ask-a-
Lawyer and Call-a-Lawyer professional malpractice insurance, and has been given an estimate of between 
$700 and $1,200 for the additional coverage.  Mr. Banninga indicated that he would circulate the 
documents to the Committee prior the June retreat, if possible.  Mr. Gast stated that he had contacted the 
CBA about coverage for these programs, and was told that the state wide bar would not provide such 
coverage   on   behalf   of   local   bar   associations.      Mr.   Banninga   then   discussed   funding   for   next   year’s 
program and how to raise the $2,500 needed to acquire COLTAF matching funds.  Ms. Stewart moved to 
withdraw funds from the new Home State Bank account to cover this sum as one of two permitted annual 
withdrawals, or at least dedicate the funds as a line item in our budget.  Mr. Dauster moved to approve the 
motion and Mr. Banninga seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

YOUNG LAWYERS REPORT:  Mr. Spicciati reported that Law Day has been postponed, and he is 
currently exploring dates for the summer.  Justice Hood has agreed to be the keynote speaker for the 
event, which Mr. Spicciati believes will attract attendance.  Mr. Spicciati requested that the Committee be 
mindful   that   funds  will  need   to  be  preserved  for  2014’s  Law  Day,  as  well  as  allocated for the event in 



2015 for purposes of preparing the budget.  With respect to the website, Mr. Spicciati also reported that 
Erin Redmond Claeys continued to be in communication with web designers.  Ms. Stewart requested that 
the group identify a deadline so that the website could be up and running by fall Term Day. Mr. Spicciati 
indicated that Dick Gast and Jeff Johnson were co-presenting a Brown Bag CLE on real estate contracts 
in September, and Tom Martin would present on new criminal record sealing law in August. Mr. Spicciati 
also reported that he was in communication with Magistrate Jostad regarding Professionalism Month in 
October. Finally, Mr. Spicciati expressed his interest in seeing tiered LCBA dues for young, new lawyers. 
The next YLD meeting will be held May 21, 2014 at Restaurant 415, and elections will be held in June. 

 

LCWBA:  Cristin Berkhausen reported that the group has approved a judicial endorsement policy 
formulated by a committee wherein candidates submit applications which are evaluated by the 
membership.  The membership then votes and submits its endorsement to the CWBA for its consideration 
when making a formal recommendation to the governor.  The LCWBA will perform direct endorsements 
for county court applicants, but will not participate in the endorsement of magistrates.  The next meeting 
will be on June 12, 2014 at noon, and a summer social will be held on August 21, 2014 at Diane 
Lathrop’s  home. 

 

ACCESS TO JUSTICE:  Mr. Gast reported that with respect to the Ask-a-Lawyer program, the priority 
is to ensure professional liability coverage as previously discussed.  The commission has put together an 
informational brochure that has been posted on the CBA website and distributed in the courthouse. 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS:  Mr. Gast reported that the Board of Governors met on May 10, 2014 in 
Denver.   Highlights   include   the   profession’s   tendency   towards   depression   and   similar maladies, and a 
program known as COLAP (Commission on Lawyer Assistance Program) has been created for lawyers in 
need of this type of assistance.  Mr. Gast also discussed three proposed ballot initiatives; 79, 94, and 76, 
which deal with judicial retention, creation of an independent ethics commission, and a constitutional 
amendment governing the recall of public officials, respectively.  The Board voted to oppose all three 
proposed initiatives, and has allocated $30,000 towards polling and researching ways to defeat them. 

 

PAST  PRESIDENT’S  DINNER: Ms.   Stewart   offered   to   host   this   year’s   event   at   her   parents’  
residence.  The Committee discussed dates in late July. 

 

COMMITTEE RETREAT:  Ms. Stewart indicated that she would like to set the agenda for the 
following year at the budget meeting and retreat next month.  She also reported that Erin Connor would 
be stepping down from her position managing the CLE program and would be replaced by Renee Doak.  
The retreat will be held on June 13, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. at the Justice Center. 

 



ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Stewart at 7:48 a.m.   

 

NEXT LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING:  
There will be no Committee meeting next month in light of the retreat. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Lindsay A. Steele-Idem, LCBA Secretary 

  


