
LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 8, 2013 MEETING 

HELD AT CAFÉ BLUEBIRD 
 

ATTENDING:  J. Rice, J. Zugish, P. Dauster, L. Stirman, A. Spicciati, J. Stewart, C. Banninga, 
L. Steele-Idem, S. Stieben and R. Gast.  Also present was Deb Wagner from Colorado Legal 
Services. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes from the September 10 Board meeting were approved 
unanimously.   
 
TREASURER’S  REPORT:     L. Stirman reported that the legal aid checking account balance 
was low, but acceptable at this point.  Term day loss was less than budgeted; only remaining 
item to be accounted for was purchase of ice.  Discussion regarding moving one or more CDs to 
an internet bank in an effort to obtain a higher interest rate.  It was unanimously agreed to find an 
internet bank to use in connection with CD maturing in November. 
 
YOUNG   LAWYER’S   REPORT:      A. Spicciati reported that the annual professionalism 
seminar had 94 paid attendees, the largest such attendance of any young lawyers sponsored 
seminar.  Reminder of the upcoming coffee and donut socials scheduled for October 11 at the 
Lathrop Law Office and October 18 at the Loveland Public. 
 
WOMEN’S  BAR  REPORT:  L. Steele-Idem  advised   that   the  next  Women’s  Bar  Association  
meeting was this Thursday, October 10 and that discussion will focus on developing a policy for 
endorsing  judicial  candidates  and  National  Adoption  Day.    Also  advised  that  the  Women’s  Bar  
would be putting on an adoption brown bag seminar on November 13.   
 
PRO BONO REPORT:  Discussion regarding pro bono paralegal and intake / attorney referral 
procedures.  C. Banninga advised that the COLTAF grant of $5,170.00 had been received and 
there was furhter discussion regarding the possibility of obtaining additional matching funds of 
up to $2,500.00.  Discussion tabled until November Board meeting for C. Banninga to determine 
in matching funds have to be used in current fiscal year and whether there is a time limitation to 
apply for the matching funds. 
 
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM:  No report. 
 
BOARD  OF  GOVERNOR’S  REPORT:    R. Gast advised that the next meeting is November 
13. 
 



ACCESS TO JUSTICE:  R. Gast reported that the next committee meeting was Thursday, 
October 10.  Discussion regarding the statewide commission hearing held in Greeley on October 
3.  Mentioned that funding for Colorado Legal Services had decreased by $2.9 million since 
2009 and that new means of funding were being explored, including a $100.00 increase in the 
attorney registration fee, funding via unclaimed class action proceeds and increasing court filing 
fees.   
 
CLE PROGRAMS:  No report. 
 
MOCK TRIAL:  No report.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 

1. Request for funding for National Adoption Day.  D. Hochberg has requested up to 
$1,000.00 funding because she believes that law firm contributions may not be as 
much this year.  Funding deals primarily with party and momentos for children 
adopted.  $100.00 already budgeted for National Adoption Day.  Requested 
unanimously approved.  Agreed that D. Hochberg would be advised that this would 
not be an ongoing automatic commitment and that any future requests would be 
evaluated year to year. 
 

2. Colorado Flood Legal Relief Committee.  Deb Wagner with Colorado Legal 
Services addressed the Board with regard to disaster recovery matters related to the 
recent flooding.  She advised that there is a statewide website and toll free phone 
number staffed by pro bono attorneys from YLD and FEMA.  She will provide that 
information.  Most questions at this time focus on landlord-tenant matters but moving 
forward expects more questions regarding insurance, construction and FEMA issues.  
Advised that FEMA training is available and will provide the Board with relevant 
information.  On October 25, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., there will be a Project 
Lawyers Connect at Truscott Elementary School in Loveland to assist flood victims 
and invited those present to attend.  Also requested $300 to $400 donation to assist 
with Colorado ID Vouchers and has asked the same of the Weld County bar.  The 
state has run out of vouchers as a result of the recent flooding.  After Ms. Wagner left 
the meeting it was unanimously agreed to donate $300.00.  Also discussed having a 
disaster relief session instead of the fall/winter call a lawyer night which has yet to be 
scheduled.  J. Rice suggested it be held right before Thanksgiving or early December. 
 

Meeting adjourned. 

  


