
LARIMER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES FROM SPRING TERM DAY, MARCH 7, 2014 

HELD IN THE JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM, LARIMER COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER 
 

1. State of the Judiciary.  Judge Schapanski gave a brief history of the origin of Term Day.  
He also discussed (1) the change of Chief Justice; (2) training for court communications 
in April, (3) evidence based bail bonding, (4) the proposed wellness court, (5) the self-
help center and (6) retired judges, new judges and the resignation of Judge Rand. 
 

2. Treasurer’s  Report.  Laurie Stirman reported that after attempts to transfer one of the 
association’s  CDs  to  an  online  bank,  it  is  now  back  with  Home  State  Bank  and  that  that  
association is operating in the black and financials are available for anyone to inspect. 
 

3. Young Lawyers’   Report.  Art Spicciati advised that Young Lawyers now has sixty-
seven members.  Art advised that the Young Lawyers would be having their annual St. 
Patrick’s  Day  happy  hour  at  Odell Brewery.  The next monthly meeting is March 26 and 
that there would be a Call-A-Lawyer that night at Myatt Brandes & Gast.  May 2 is Law 
Day  and  will  have  a  program  “Democracy  in  America:    Every  Vote  Counts.    The  Young  
Lawyers are continuing to finalize Bylaws, are working on a website and will again work 
with Project Restoration in the spring. 
 

4. Women’s  Bar  Report.  Lindsay Steele-Idem discussed upcoming events:  Brown Bag 
series  continuing,  April  2  will  be   the  “Getting  Benched”  seminar,  and  elections  will  be  
held on March 20 at the Old Town Suehiro. 
 

5. Mentoring Program.  Ian McCargar updated the role of the mentoring program. 
 

6. CBA  Board  of  Governor’s  Report.  Dick Gast gave a summary of the last Board of 
Governors meeting this past November  Dick discussed the Modest Means Committee 
Task Force; the proposed 2-part plan for funding Colorado Legal Services; and 
discussion from the C.U. and D.U. law school deans regarding law schools and jobs.  
Next meeting is in May. 
 

7. ABA Board of Governors.  No report. 
 

8. Regional and State Mock Trial Tournament.  Ian McCargar reported with regard to 
the recent regional competition and the upcoming state competition. 
 

9. Veteran’s  Legal  Assistance  Clinics.  No report, but Jennifer Rice advised that Steve 
Ray is conducting quarterly clinics that have been well attended. 



 
10. Pro Bono Program.  Cameron Banninga made   his   “bi-annual plea to take pro bono 

cases.” 
 

11. COBALT.  Kim Schutt discussed the COBALT program and history; applications for the 
upcoming class will be available in the late summer. 
 

12. Ethics Seminar.  Magistrate Jostad advised that the annual ethics seminar will be held on 
April 23, starting at 1:00, and has been approved for 5 ethics hours. 
 

13. Senior Law Day.  Rikki Liska advised that Senior Law Day would be held on August 2 
at the Hilton on Prospect and discussed advertising opportunities in the Senior Law 
Handbook, both statewide and locally.  Also advised that on the second Tuesday of each 
month   there  will   be   a  Bench  Bar  Happy  Hour.      The   first  will   be  March   13   at  D’Vine  
Bistro. 
 

14. CBA President - Judge Ruckriegle.  Judge Ruckriegle discussed (1) retention 
initiatives, (2) increased filing fees are no longer being considered as a means of funding 
CLS, (3) increased attorney registration fees, (4) lobbying Congressional representatives 
for increased funding for CLS and (5) approval of increased Pro Hac Vice registration 
fees. 
 

15. Introduction of New Lawyers.  Judge Williams filled in more than admirably for Roger 
Clark. 
 

16. Election of 2014/2015 Officers:  The slate presented to the membership was approved 
unanimously:  Jennifer Stewart, President; Laurie Stirman, Vice President; Pete Dauster, 
Treasurer; and Lindsay Steele-Idem, Secretary. 
 

17. There was no new business. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

  


